Safety Guidelines In the Garden – Adopt-A-Garden Scheme
It is impossible to cover all aspects of safety but common sense is what it is all about. You are responsible for your own safety and that of others. Most of those listed apply equally to both householders and gardeners. Both parties may wish to inform their insurers.

Below are some pointers, which may assist you in reducing risk.

Do not leave tools and other objects laying around on paths or on lawns where people might trip over them and thus injure themselves. Remember not everyone has perfect vision or the ability to know of certain dangers.

Do not carry too many tools all at once. Think about what might happen if you fell whilst carrying. 

Avoid power tools - hand tools are generally safer. Make sure all tools are regularly serviced and safe to use. Look out for other garden users when working.

Wear stout boots or shoes when working in the garden, not trainers or flip-flops, for example. 

Do not climb any structure, including a tree, only suitably qualified people should do this. Keep firmly on the ground at all times.

Make sure any structure, such as beanpoles, waterbutts are firmly secured. Waterbuts shoud have lockable lids and have a couple of bricks in the bottom to prevent them from falling over when empty. They should only be placed on a solid surface. 

Compost bins should be placed away from the house and be turned regularly- this helps speed up composing and makes them less unattractive to vermin. Never put cooked food in them as this will attract pests.

When using Chemicals always follow manufactures instructions to the letter. Only use ones approved for use in the UK and check expiry dates. Wear protective clothing and inform other garden users well beforehand. 

Store all tools, chemicals and personal possessions under lock and key - this will help prevent theft, and injury to those using the garden. Ideally all tools and chemicals should be removed from site.

Make sure that coldframes are protected by chicken wire, fencing or welded mesh, and placed away from paths – thus reducing injury risk from someone falling on them. 

Canes can poke in the eye. Place corks or similar blunt object onto any low canes. Painting them white can also make them more visible. 

Make a plan for injury. If you were injured how would you attract attention? Mobile phone? Whistle? Alarm? Always have a basic first aid kit with you and any medication. 

Always tell someone that you are at the garden. Make sure your family have the full address to hand. 

Wash your hands before eating or drinking.

Do not light fires but dispose of garden rubbish by composting or by taking to one of the Council’s Civic Amenity sites.
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